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Abstract
Training students in the measurement of environmental radioactivity was introduced into the fifth-year
curriculum at Yatsushiro National College of Technology. Students were taught about environmental
radioactivity and examples of research in the area of environmental radioactivity, as well as the principles
and use of a scintillation survey meter, were given. Measurements were conducted at ten locations on
campus. The average environmental radioactivity (the cause of background noise) at each location ranged
from 0.05 to 0.09 uSv/h over an eight-year period (2001-2008), which is approximately the same as the
standard dose rate (0.06-0.08 puSv/h). After the lectures and practical course, students recognized the
existence of invisible radioactive radiation and understood the differences between radiation levels in
different environments. We concluded that the practical measurement of radiation levels in familiar settings

is an effective means of educating students about radiation.
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